Renal extramedullary hematopoietic tumor diagnosed by fine needle aspiration: a case report.
We report a case of a 58 year-old-male with a history of sickle cell anemia, who presented with a left kidney mass. Guided fine needle aspiration of the mass revealed extramedullary hematopoiesis and enabled avoiding an unnecessary surgical procedure. Extramedullary hematopoiesis (EMH) generally occurs in patients with deficient bone marrow hematopoiesis secondary to either peripheral red cell destruction or marrow replacement. EMH is most commonly seen in the liver and spleen as a diffuse lesion. Rarely EMH presents as a solitary mass, posing a diagnostic dilemma. In asymptomatic patients without obvious evidence of hemato-pathology, the differential diagnosis is even more complex. Despite several reports describing the radiographic findings in EMH, fewer promote the use of fine needle aspiration (FNA) in making this diagnosis.